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Trustee’s Report 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New Bedford, 
Mass. 


The Trustees present their One-Hundredth Annual Report 
to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which has 
been adopted by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
LAURENCE G. HILL, 


Clerk of the Board 
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Report of the Librarian 


The one hundredth year of the Library has been largely 
a year of consolidation and planning for future expansion. 
The Wilks bequest of $1,200,000 has been received and is cur- 
rently invested in short term U. S. Treasury Bills at an average 
yield of 2%. Permanent investment methods are being studied 
and the position and powers of the Trustees in the management 
of the fund are awaiting clarification. 


ADULT SERVICES 


The year 1952 showed a circulation increase of 12,321 
and again, as has been noticeable in the past four years, there 
was a sharp gain in the borrowing of non-fiction for home 
use. At the Main Library the number of non-fiction borrowed 
was only slightly less than the number of fiction borrowed, 
which reflects an increased interest and awareness of the re- 
sources of the library. In analysing this trend a little further 
we find that most of the increased non-fiction borrowing is in 
the fields of practical arts, business and economics while the 
areas of general literature, religion, philosophy, travel and 
history gained little if at all. New Bedford is thus following 
a trend that has been noticeable in libraries all over the nation. 


REFERENCE SERVICES 
Reference services have increased over last year and such 
diversified questions as the best method of exterminating bats 
and rats, history of the Donner pioneer party and locating a 
town in Africa so that a person could make a phone call direct 
were received and answered. We regret, however, that we 
have not been able to discover the exact number of nudist 


colonies in the United States for one of our enquirers. As 
might be expected the death of George VI of England and the 
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election year in the United States have brought many and varied 
related questions. 


The Business and Technical Room is being used by more 
and more business firms for spot information and for detailed 
requests for statistics and other information. Telephone re- 
quests are becoming more numerous as people are discovering 
that the Library is the first place of call for needed information. 
High school and college students in increasing numbers are 
availing themselves of the facilities of the Business and Techni- 
cal Room as well as the general Reference services. 


TECHNICAL PROCESSES 


In October the Technical Processes department was con- 
solidated and moved into what heretofore had been the News- 
paper Room. The newspapers were moved into the Reference 
Room. In this way it was possible to set up a more efficient 
and faster system for handling books and other materials from 
their arrival at the Library to their appearance on the shelves 
ready for circulation. New shelving and other equipment for 
this department are planned for installation in 1953. 


CHILDRENS AND YOUNG PEOPLES WORK 


In addition to the usual active children’s program which 
includes close cooperation with the schools, plans were drawn 
and work begun on the complete modernization of the Children’s 
Room. The contract for new furniture was awarded to Library 
Bureau of Remington Rand at the October Trustees’ meeting 
and painting, refinishing and reflooring are expected to be 
completed early next year. A portion of the Newspaper Room 
has been allocated as office and work space for the Supervisor 


of Childrens work. 


ART AND MUSIC 


Circulation of books and pictures in the Art Room in- 
creased substantially over 1951. The record collection has 
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experienced a drop in circulation compared to the previous 
year. The problems of space in the Art Room for books and 
records has become acute and serious consideration is being 
given to rearrangement of shelving to provide more and better 
accommodations for the materials necessary in this room. 


GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY 


The microfilmed files of New Bedford newspapers are 
being used increasingly by library patrons. Students in parti- 
cular are finding the files and our local history index a valuable 
source of information when writing theses on New Bedford 
industries, past and present. Many new genealogies and books 
on New England history have been added to the collection. 
Visitors from all parts of the United States continue to use 
the facilities in this department and many mail enquiries have 
been satisfactorily answered. 


BRANCHES AND EXTENSION 


Circulation at the branches has increased during 1952 as 
the novelty of television has worn off and because of an increased 
supply of new books made possible by use of income from 


the Wilks bequest. 


Careful consideration is being given by the Trustees to 
the location and construction of new branches in the west and 
North ends of the City. The difficulty of finding suitable land 
in the most advantageous localities is considerable and the exact 
location of a North Branch requires much study and thought 
before final decisions are made. 


The use of a bookmobile to give library service to out- 
lying areas of the City is being considered in conjunction with 
the building program. The need for expansion of the extension 
service of the Library both through branches and other means 
has long been felt. With the aid of the Wilks bequest prospects 
for city wide library service are now capable of realization 
in the near future. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 


During the Spring of 1952 a series of children story hours 
was broadcast over Station WBSM by Miss Nye and Mrs. Collins. 
On the same station the Librarian has been a regular guest of 
Harriet Hall on her morning program each Tuesday. 


Over Station WNBH the program “Pages from the Library” 
was a weekly review of books, library services and events and 
was well received. 


The Standard-Times, as always, has been most coopera- 
tive in covering library events and giving the Library valuable 
publicity. The front page of the rotogravure section August 
10th was given over to pictures of the Library commemorating 
the founding of the Library in August of 1852. 


I would like to thank both radio stations and the Standard- 
Times for their help and cooperation. 


Both Miss Nye and Miss Riley have heen especially active 
in speaking before local groups. 


PERSONNEL 


There were no major personnel changes during 1952. In- 
cluded in the budget for 1953 is a proposed personnel and pay 
schedule based on a study made by the Librarian of the current 
personnel situation at the Library. It is intended to equate 
the number of personnel required in the Library system to the 
actual number of man-hours required to operate the Library 
system efficiently. The plan also attempts to set up a pay 
schedule more nearly in line with average national and state 


library salaries. 


FUTURE PLANS 


1. Renovation of the Main Library Building which will 
include painting, lighting and new equipment and furniture 
where necessary. 
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2. New Branch Library buildings in the West and North 
ends of the City and remodelling of the South Branch. 


3. Consideration of Bookmobile service to areas of the 


City not economically feasible to serve through Branch Libraries. 


4. Establishment of a salary schedule for professional 
and clerical workers that will permit recruitment of profession- 
ally trained personnel when vacancies occur. 


As in the past I would like to express my thanks to the 
Trustees for their work on behalf of the Library and to all 
Library employees for their cooperation, often beyond the 
call of duty, in promoting library service in New Bedford. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LAURENCE G. HILL 
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STATISTICS IN FORM RECOMMENDED BY THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Annual Report for year ending December 31, 1952. 


Name of Library—New Bedford Free Public Library. 
City—New Bedford. State—Massachusetts. 
Name of Librarian—Laurence G. Hill. 
Date of Founding-—1852. 
Population served—109,189 (U. S. Census 1950). 
What government unit served—City. 
Terms of use— 
Free lending. 
Free for reference. 
Total number of agencies—235 


Central Library, 3 Branches, 230 school deposits and class- 
room libraries, 1 hospital. 


Number of days open during the year 351 
Hours open each week for lending ie 
Hours open each week for reading 79 
Hours of service per week required of staff 30 
Number of Sundays open during the year 42 
Hours open each Sunday (reading and reference) if 


BOOK STOCK 


Number of volumes at beginning of year 239,220 
Number of volumes added during year 8,447 
Number of volumes withdrawn during year ayn Whi 

Total number of volumes at end of year 244,290 
Number of newspapers currently received 30 
Number of periodicals currently received 328 
Number of music records added 54, 


Total number of music records 579 
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CIRCULATION AND USE 


Number of volumes of adult non-fiction lent for 
home use 


Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for 
home use 


Number of books for children lent for home use 
Total number of volumes lent for home use 


Total number of music records lent for 
home use 


REGISTRATION 


Total number of registered card-holders 
Length of registration period is 3 years. 


CITY APPROPRIATION 


Appropriation 


Salaries $65,188.52 
Wages 34,541.83 
Building Maintenance 159.30 
Insurance 325.20 
Janitors’ Supplies 1,553.07 
Binding 2,639.41 
Printing 97.15 
Express 487.27 
Postage 409.00 
Telephone 838.36 
Light 988.38 
Heat 385.20 
Water 97.40 
Stationery and Supplies 2,238.58 
Travel and Transportation 236.79 
All Other 302.87 
Rent 720.00 
110,808.33 

Balance 3,669.05 


09,773 


114,707 
181,480 
390,960 


2.435 


16,607 


$114,477.38 


$114,477.38 
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KEMPTON FUND 


Balance $679.03 
Receipts 10,674.92 
Books and Periodicals 9,374.38 
All Other 44.95 
Stationery and Supplies 63.29 

9,482.62 


Balance 1,871.33 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND 


Balance $179.87 
Receipts 1,420.52 
Books and Periodicals 1,245.95 

1,245.95 


Balance 354.44 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND 


Balance $41.77 
Receipts 286.82 
Phonograph Records 207.66 

207.66 


Balance 120.93 
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$11,353.95 


$11,353.95 


$1,600.39 


$1,600.39 


$328.59 


$328.59 
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OLIVER CROCKER FUND 


Balance $43.06 
Receipts 22.50 
Books and Periodicals 25,05 

25.65 


Balance 39.91 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., FUND 
Balance $57.23 


Receipts 36.00 
Books and Periodicals 39.35 
39.35 

Balance 53.88 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND 


Balance $21.34 
Receipts 11.26 
Balance 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND 





Balance ‘ $29.13 
Receipts 22.50 
Books and Periodicals 5.53 

Has 


Balance 46.10 


$65.56 


$65.56 


$93.23 


$93.23 


$32.60 
$32.60 


$51.63 


$51.63 
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CHARLES L. WOOD FUND 


Balance $31.28 
Receipts 45.00 
Balance 


ELIZABETH B. MACKIE FUND 


Balance $25.02 
Receipts 22.50 
Books and Periodicals 11.00 

11.00 


Balance 36.52 


FLORENCE L. WAITE FUND 





Balance > $345.04 
Receipts 7.90 
-Buoks and Periodicals 349.56 
349.56 

Balance 2.98 


PATTY WILCOX FUND 





Balance $281.30 
Receipts 125.00 
Books and Periodicals 57.18 
57.18 

Balance 349.12 
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$76.28 
$76.28 


$47.52 


$47.52 


$392.94 


$352.54 


$406.30 


$406.30 
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DUPLICATE PAY 


Balance $402.78 

Receipts 104.38 
$507.16 

Books and Periodicals 83.41 

83.41 

Balance 423.75 
$507.16 

WILLIAM L. R. GIFFORD FUND 

Balance $412.93 

Receipts 00 
$412.93 

Books and Periodicals 50.00 

50.00 

Balance 362.93 
$412.93 


WILKS FUND 


April 29, 1952 — December 31, 1952 


Principal $1,200,000.00 

Income $46,963.43 
Books and Periodicals 4,019.02 
New Equipment 1,267.05 
All Other | 10.34 


5,296.41 
Balance: Principal and Income $1,241,667.02 
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FREDERICK SLOCUM ALLEN FUND 


Balance 


Receipts 


Books and Periodicals 


Balance 


HENRY H. CRAPO FUND 


Balance 


Receipts 


Balance 


DEBORAH B. TRIPP FUND 


Balance — Dec. 15, 1951 
Receipts 


Books and Periodicals 
Trustees Commission 


Safe Deposit Box 


Balance -—- Dec. 15, 1952 


$80.21 
25.00 


$124.76 
.00 


$404.12 
031.61 


981.35 
26.44 
4.80 


612.59 
323.14 


Tap 


$105.21 


$105.21 


$124.76 
$124.76 


$935.73 


$935.73 
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FINANCE 
EXPENDITURES 
RECEIPTS OPERATING EXPENSES 
City Appropriation $114,477.38 Salaries: Library Staff $65,188.52 
Income from Trust Funds Wages: Building Staff 34,541.83 
(incl. bal. from Books and Periodicals 15,924.88 
1951) 62,950.65 Rebinding 2,639.41 
Rental Collection 907.16 Heat, light, water 1,070.98 
Insurance 325.20 
$177,935.19 New Equipment 1,267.05 
Rent 720.00 
Other Operating Expenses 6,679.87 
Grand Total $128,357.74 
Balance on hand at end 
of fiscal year 49,577.45 
$3,669.05 of this balance 
reverted to the City 
Actual balance $45,908.40 


Note: 


City supplies heat and light at Main Library and heat at one 
branch. City Building Department does all Library repairs. 


Figures for 


these items not included in Receipts or Expenditures. 
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